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the design ambit with instant 
rarit y: th ey und erwri te new 
work from contemporary avant
garde designers that is produced 
in strictly limited editions. T he 
Mag ens do thi ngs old-school 
style, unear thi ng unique, pro
vocative, vintage design by dint 
of research and shoe leat her. 

A native of Par is, H ugues 
Magen has bee n plant ing h is 
ga lle ry's flag in th e field of 
French design since World War 
I I. T he Ma gens do carry pieces 
by "brand names" of th e era, 
such as Le Corbu sier and Jean 
Prouve, but offer only the rarest 
speci mens. T he t rue gems of 
th e Magen H Gallery inventory 
are masterwork s by less well 
known ar tist -d esig ners such 
as t he sculpto r and architec t 
Pierre Szekely, ceramist Geo rges 
Jouve, and sculpt or and light
ing designer Phi lippe Hiquil y. 
An ar t-mind ed cl iente le has 
also allowed t he Magens t o 
br ing pi eces into their store 
by "pure" art ists, suc h as t he 
painter Geo rges Maurice Cloud 
and the sculptor Fran~ois Stahly. 
It 's a market int o whic h t he 
couple are eager to advance. 

T he old debate over defi n
The Magens in their gallery, I N THE BU RG EON I N G NE W art -collector  ing th e margins of art and design crackled int o 
with pieces t hat include fueled market for design as art, Hugu es and Ap ril flame again when the contemporary ar t fair Art 
Fran~ois Stahly sculptures Magen, owners of New York's Magen H Ga llery, Basel/M iami add ed a design showcase in 20 0 5; 
(foreground and on table), are ascendant stars. T heir meth ods, as much as t he original Art Basel fair in Switzerland fol
Philippe l-liquily sconces, 

their tastes, set them apart from other design deal lowed suit th e next summ er. (f he Magens have 
and a Jim Cole chair (rear). 

ers. Some counterparts tempt ar t collector s into exhibited at the se showcases (Cont. on page u3) 
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COLLECTING 
(Cont.from page no) since their incep
tio n.) Some of the most int erest ing 
wor k at the Magen H Gallery comes 
out of the last period when the design/ 
art conundrum was fully explored: the 
Art et Indu strie movement born in the 
1970s. T he movem ent took its name 
from an "art furniture" galle ry that 
opened in 1977 in New York's SoHo, 
whe n the area was th e bailiwick o f 
groundbreaking art dealers such as Leo 
Castelli rather than shoe stores. Ahead 
of its time - the gallery closed some 
ten years ago-Art et Ihdustrie served 
as an incubator for the careers of such 
now famous designers as RonArad and 
M ichele Oka Doner. The Magens rep
resent such Art et Industrie graduates as 
Forrest Myers, whose signa ture piece 
is a wingback cha ir made of looped 
and tangled wire, and Jim Cole, maker 
of mo nolithic angular met al sculptures 
that also do duty as seating. 

Hugues Magen's argument for the 
parity of art and design is as succinct 
as it is persuasive. "The essential ele
ment is t hat a work stands on its own, 
that you feel an immediate relation 
ship with the objec t ," he says. That 
reasoni ng has won th e custom and 
admiration of style arbiters like Donna 
Karan and such design connoisseurs as 
interior designers Timo thy Haynes and 
Kevin Roberts and architects Wi Uiam 
T. Georg is, Lee Mind el, and Alan 
Wanzen berg . ''.Almo st immed iat ely 
after meeti ng Hugues and Apr il, it 
became apparent to me that they had 
one of the most evolved sensibilities 
for t heir materials," Wanze nberg says. 
"Wheneve r I spend time with them, I 
am exposed to somet hing new." 

An interesting biogr aphi cal note: 
before they became dealers, the Magens 
were dancers. Hugues was a membe r of 
the Dance Theate r of Harl em, while 
April performed with the now defunct 
modern dance company Donald Byrd/ 
The Group. April Magen allows that an 
arti st ic temperament may lend some
thing to the "instinc tual feel we have 
for objects that speak to us." Mo re to 

the point, she says, the life of a dancer 
taught them discipline and "a natura l 
ease with p ressure and performa nce." It 
shows: so far, th e Magens haven't taken 
a wrong step. [ magenxxcentury.com ] 

- GREGORY CE RIO 
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